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to make France comply with their just demands: above all,
she directed her plenipotentiaries to enter into the strictest
confidence with those of Holland; and that, after the States
had consented to explain the Barrier Treaty to her reason-
able satisfaction, both powers should form between them a
plan of general peace, from which they would not recede,
and such as might secure the quiet of Europe3 as well as the
particular interests of each confederate.

The Dutch were accordingly pressed, before the con-
gress opened, to come to some temperament upon that
famous treaty ; because the ministers here expected it would
be soon laid before the House of Commons, by which the
resentment of the nation would probably appear against
those who had been actors and advisers in it: but Mons.
Buys, who usually spoke for his colleagues, was full of
opposition, began to expostulate upon the advantages
Britain had stipulated with France; and to insist, that his
masters ought to share equally in them all, but especially
the Assiento contract: so that no progress was made in
fixing a previous good correspondence between Britain and
the States, which Her Majesty had so earnestly recom-
mended.

Certain regulations having been agreed upon, for avoiding
of ceremony and other inconveniencies, the conferences began
at Utrecht, upon the twenty-ninth of January, N. S. one
thousand seven hundred and eleven-twelve, at ten in the
morning. The ministers of the allies going into the town-
house at one door, and those of France, at the same instant,
at another, they all took their seats without distinction;
and the Bishop of Bristol, lord privy seal, first plenipo-
tentiary of Britain, opened the assembly with a short speech,
directed to the ministers of France, in words to the follow-
ing effect:

" MESSIEURS,

"We are here to meet to-day, in the name of God, to
enter upon a treaty of general peace, between the high allies
and the King your master. We bring sincere intentions,
and express orders from our superiors, to concur, on their
part, with whatever may advance and perfect so salutary and
Christian a work. On the other side, we hope you have the